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TASHI SANGPO is a Tibetan Buddhist monk and self-taught conservation biologist, artist, 
educator and film-maker who has crisscrossed the Tibetan plateau, documenting the life 
history of and creating over 400 unique illustrations of birds and plants of Tibet. Known to 
his community as the “The Bird Lama,” Tashi Sangpo was born in Golog, Amdo (Qinghai) 
and became a monk at age 13. He has been observing and drawing birds since his early 
teens and has won wide acclaim for painting birds individually and on traditional thangka 
scrolls. He especially calls on lamas to work together to inform and educate local people 
about the threats faced by rare bird species, such as as the Tibetan Bunting (Emberiza 
koslowi), one of the most under-documented birds in the world. In 2007, Tashi Sangpo 
founded the Nyanpo Yurtse Environment Protection Association, a group dedicated to 
conservation and public education. He is passionate about reaching the next generation to 
understand and care for the environment. He educates others through his art, his children’s 
books and through his conservation films. His life-long commitment to conservation is a part 
of his practice of the Buddhist principal of compassion.

MACHIK, 1609 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 400, Washington, D.C. / machik.org / (202)536.4858

Conservationalist, Filmmaker
TASHI SANGPO

“My goal is to let more 
people know more about 
birds. Otherwise, people 
don’t have the motivation 
to love and protect them.”
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MEDIA ON TASHI SANGPO 

A Buddhist Monk Saves One of the World’s 
Rarest Birds

The WatchBird Lama of Qinghai

China Focus: Green Drive Heroes on Qinghai 
--Tibet Plateau

China, Buddhism and Environment 

Exhibition Promotes Nature Conservation

GLOBAL INNOVATION FELLOWSHIP
Investing in the next generation of social innovators in Tibet

Machik Fellows are outstanding individuals - dynamic 
practitioners and capable leaders of extraordinary 
character, who demonstrate uncommon commitment 
to using their energy and talents to make a measurable, 
long-term impact in their communities. 

Supporting these Tibetan changemakers who are 
trailblazers in their fields is an investment in the future 
of strong, vibrant and sustainable communities on the 
Tibetan plateau. 

Contact nangkyi@machik.org for more information
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